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Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 
Regular Meeting – August 13, 2024 

 

Official Meeting Minutes 
 

The Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath (Commission) held its Regular Meeting on the 13th day 
of August 2024. The meeting was called to order by Jeffrey Muller, Chairman of the Commission, at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Jeffrey Muller, Chairman 
Mark Alger 
Keith Becken 
Robert Plaskov 
Vernard Anderson 

 
Others Present: 
Samantha Voss, Municipal Utility Commission Clerk  
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities 
Keith Joint, BEGWS Assistant Director of Municipal Utilities 
David Townsend, BEGWS Utilities Operations Manager 
Echo Yeoman, BEGWS Administrative Assistant 
Kristine New, BEGWS Accountant / CSEA BEGWS Unit President 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, approving the meeting 
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on July 9, 2024. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Audit of Bills: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, approving payments made 
of $418,709.39 during the period of July 10, 2024, and August 12, 2024, and the vouchers/invoices submitted 
for approval of $450,381.16, for a total the amount of $869,090.55. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 

 
The Dormann Library Improvements – Update: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, authorizing requested 
assistance to The Dormann Library for proposed improvements. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 

 
Additional Tree Removals – East Union Road: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Alger, authorizing additional tree 
removals for an amount not-to-exceed $7,699.40, and authorizing an increase in Ironwood’s contract amount 
from $185,542.47 to $193,241.87. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
MEUA Annual Conference / NYMPA Semi-Annual Meeting (October 1-3, 2024, Canandaigua, New York):  

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, approving attendance of 
Director Erin Bonacci, Assistant Director Keith Joint, and Electric Line Supervisor Mark Hawk to attend the 
MEUA Annual Conference and NYMPA Semi-Annual Meeting (Registration - $510 per person; Lodging - $418 
per person; Meals – included with registration; Travel – BEGWS vehicle(s) will be available; if personal 
vehicle is used, mileage will not be reimbursed). All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, designating Director Erin 

Bonacci as the accredited delegate of the Village of Bath for the 2024 MEUA Annual Conference. All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Alger, designating Director Erin 

Bonacci as the accredited delegate of the Village of Bath for the 2024 NYMPA Semi-Annual Meeting. All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Authorization for Additional Lawn/Topsoil Restoration: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, authorizing additional 
lawn/topsoil restoration for an amount not-to-exceed $49,000 from the Allowance bid item in DDS’ contract. 
Additional lawn/topsoil restoration is for scattered service line work. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 

 
Authorization for Water Distribution System-Wide Leak Surveying Services: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, authorizing the retaining 
of Upstate Leak Detection for professional services, technical in nature, for leak surveying the Village’s water 
distribution system for a not-to-exceed fee of $6,000. The leak survey will be performed on the water mains 
and service lines. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Declare Surplus Portable Generator at Well 8: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Alger, declaring surplus the 
portable generator at Well 8,and authorizing the sale and removal. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 

 
Approval to Purchase Valve Turner/Exerciser: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, authorizing purchase of a 
valve turner/exerciser for an amount not-to-exceed $60,241.50 in accordance with the Village of Bath’s 
Procurement Policy and NYS General Municipal Law. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Eligible Expenditures:  

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Alger, approving the following 
eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and recommending approval to the Village of 
Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Performance Construction Company $1,116,097.95 

Matco Electric Corporation $168,185.15 

GHD Consulting Services Inc.  $72,857.69 

Municipal Solutions $1,648.00 
 

Notary Public Training for Echo Yeoman, BEGWS Administrative Assistant: 
Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Alger, approving Echo Yeoman for 

Notary Public Training for an amount not-to-exceed $500. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Southern Tier New York Water Works Operators Conference – Annual Outing: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, approving attendance of 
up to (12) BEGWS employees to the Southern Tier New York Water Works Operators Conference – Annual 
Outing in Hammondsport, NY, Wednesday September 18, 2024 (Registration - $50 per person; Travel – 
BEGWS vehicle(s) will be available; if personal vehicle is used, mileage will not be reimbursed). All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Director Bonacci Vacation Leave – August 21-23, 2024, September 3-4, 2024: 
Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, approving Director Bonacci’s 

vacation leave requests for Wednesday August 21st through Friday August 23rd, and Tuesday September 3rd 
through Wednesday September 4th. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Approval to Purchase Trailer for Mini-Excavator: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving purchase of 
trailer for transporting mini-excavator for an amount not-to-exceed $15,000. Chairman Muller voted “No,” 
Commissioner Anderson abstained, all remaining present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Approval to Purchase Portable Radios and Accessories (OBS Contract # PT69525): 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving purchase of 
portable radios, base radios, and accessories for an amount not-to-exceed $20,000. All present were in favor 
and the motion was carried. 
 
Authorization for Property Appraisal Services – Keuka Appraisals: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, authorizing retaining Keuka 
Appraisals for property appraisal services for a not-to-exceed fee of $2,700. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 
 
Authorization for Professional Engineering Consulting Services – Larson Design Group: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, authorizing retaining 
Larson Design Group for professional engineering consulting services under a term services agreement for a 
three-year term with the ability to extend the terms of the Agreement for two additional one-year periods at 
the Village / BEGWS’ discretion. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Authorization for General Financial Services – Municipal Solutions: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, authorizing and 

recommending to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees retaining Municipal Solutions for Note Borrowing, Long-

Term Serial Bond Borrowing, and General Financial Services for a three-year term with the ability to extend the 

terms of the Agreement for two additional one-year periods at the Village / BEGWS’ discretion. All present were 

in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Authorization for Labor Relations and Consultation Services – Roemer Wallens Gold & Mineaux: 
Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Alger, authorizing retaining Roemer 

Wallens Gold & Mineaux for labor relations and consultation services for a monthly fee of $1,800 for a period of 

12 months effective September 1, 2024. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Chairman Muller asked Kristine New, CSEA BEGWS Unit President, if the Union had anything to bring before the 

Commission. She said the Union had nothing for the Commission. 

Kris New left the Regular Meeting at 5:14 pm. 

Executive Session: 
 Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, to leave the Open 
Meeting and enter into Executive Session at 5:14 p.m. for: (1) collective negotiations pursuant to Article 14 Civil 
Service Law, (2) discussion regarding proposed litigation, (3) matters leading to the appointment/employment 
of a particular person or corporation. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to leave Executive 
Session and return to Regular Meeting at 5:56 pm. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Declaring Digger Derrick U16 Surplus: 
 Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Alger, declaring the digger derrick 
(U16) surplus.  All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Hiring of Maintenance Person: 
 Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Becken, approving the probationary 
appointment of Brian Hockemeyer to BEGWS Maintenance Person in accordance with NYS Civil Service and the 
CSEA BEGWS Unit collective bargaining agreement in effect. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 
 
Adjournment: 
 Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, to adjourn the Regular 
Meeting at 5:57 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Samantha Voss 
Municipal Utility Commission Clerk 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting Scheduled For: 
September 10, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. 


