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Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 
Regular Meeting – October 8, 2024 

 

Official Meeting Minutes 
 

The Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath (Commission) held its Regular Meeting on the 8th day 
of October 2024. The meeting was called to order by Jeffrey Muller, Chairman of the Commission, at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Jeffrey Muller, Chairman 
Mark Alger 
Vernard Anderson 
 
Commissioners Absent: 
Keith Becken 
Robert Plaskov 

 
Others Present: 
Samantha Voss, Municipal Utility Commission Clerk  
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities 
Echo Yeoman, BEGWS Administrative Assistant  
David Townsend, BEGWS Utilities Operations Manager 
Matthew Whedbee, BEGWS Utilities Asset Manager 
Kristine New, BEGWS Accountant / CSEA BEGWS Unit President 
 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the meeting 
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 10, 2024. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the meeting 

minutes of the Special Meeting held on September 30, 2024. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Audit of Bills: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving payments made 
of $586,096.58 during the period of September 11, 2024 and October 7, 2024, and the vouchers/invoices 
submitted for approval in the amount of of $348,786.38, for a total amount of $934,882.96. All present were 
in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
PSC Annual Reports: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, requesting motion 
authorizing retaining BST & Co. for professional services, technical in nature, pertaining to the preparation 
and submission of the NYS PSC Annual Reports for the Village’s electric and natural gas utilities for a not-to-
exceed fee of $7,000 be tabled. All present were in favor and the motion was tabled. 

 
Payment to Ironwood Heavy Highway:  

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, authorizing payment to 
Ironwood Heavy Highway in the amount of $158,674.87. BEGWS is retaining 20% as Ironwood has three (3) tree 
removals remaining. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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MEUA Engineering / Accounting & Finance Workshop – November 6-7, 2024 (Syracuse, NY): 
Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving attendance of 

up to ten (10) BEGWS employees to the MEUA Engineering / Accounting & Finance Workshop. The 
registration fee is $120 per person. Lunch will be provided, and BEGWS vehicles will be taken. If a personal 
vehicle is taken, mileage will not be reimbursed. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Payment to The DDS Companies  

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, authorizing payment to 
The DDS Companies in the amount of $75,545.80. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Standardization of Sensit for Leak Survey and Leak Detection Equipment  

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, authorizing the 
standardization of leak survey and leak detection equipment, and for the reason of efficiency, the Village and 
its utility department have selected the manufacturer SENSIT Technologies, and recommending approval to 
the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Surveying Work for PHSMA Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety & Modernization: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, authorizing professional 
services for surveying work in support of the PHSMA Fiscal Year 2023 Natural Nas Distribution 
Infrastructure Safety and Modernization grant provisional award for an fee not-to-exceed $157,000. All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
APGA Briefing on Federal Activities Important to Public Gas Systems – October 9, 2024 (Saratoga Springs, 
NY):  

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, approving Director 
Bonacci’s attendance to the APGA Briefing on Federal Activities Important To Public Gas Systems on October 
9, 2024. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Standardization of Hach for Chlorine Analyzers and Controllers: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, requesting motion 
authorizing the standardization of chlorine analyzers and controllers, and for the reason of efficiency, the 
Village and its utility department have selected the manufacturer Hach, and recommending approval to the 
Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Installation of Generators and Transfer Switches at Well Houses:  

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, requesting motion 
authorizing the installation of emergency generators and automatic transfer switches for the Commercial 
Office, Well 4, Well 6, Well 7 and Well 8 for an amount not-to-exceed $28,000. BEGWS will purchase and 
furnish material required for the Work. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Well 7 Electric Upgrades: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, requesting motion 
authorizing upgrading the electric service for installation of emergency generators and automatic transfer 
switches for the Commercial Office, Well 4, Well 6, Well 7 and Well 8 for an amount not-to-exceed $25,000. 
All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Harris Beach Invoice for Water Main Replacement on State Roads:  

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, requesting motion 
approving payment to Harris Beach in the amount of $7,450 for professional services rendered as bond 
counsel for the Village of Bath Water System Improvements – Water Main Replacement on State Roads, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 
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Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Eligible Expenditures:  
Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, approving the following 

eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and recommending approval to the Village of 
Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Performance Construction Company $2,030,156.20 
 

Single Audits for CDBG and BIL Grant Funding: 
Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, requesting motion 

authorizing retaining BST & Co. for professional services, technical in nature, for performing federal single 
audits for CDBG and BIL grant monies received in Fiscal Year 2023-2024 exceed $750,000 for a not-to-
exceed fee of $14,280. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
BEGWS Shop Voltage Upgrade: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, requesting motion 
approving the purchase of a step-down voltage for the BEGWS generator located at the shop for an amount 
not-to-exceed $25,000. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Kris New left the Regular Meeting at 5:33 pm. 

 
Executive Session: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to leave the Open Meeting 
and enter into Executive Session at 5:33 p.m. for: (1) matters leading to the appointment/employment of a 
particular person or corporation. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
David Townsend, Matthew Whedbee, Echo Yeoman and Samantha Voss left the Executive Session at 6:04 pm. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to leave Executive Session 
and return to Regular Meeting at 6:11 pm. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Dave Townsend, Matthew Whedbee, Echo Yeoman and Samantha Voss returned to the Regular Meeting at 6:11 
pm. 
 
Water Leak Repair Work Prior to Cold Weather: 

Motion made by Commissioner Alger, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, declaring an emergency 
and authorizing the retaining of Stephens Enterprises to assist in repairing water leaks prior to cold weather 
temperatures for an amount not to exceed $45,000. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Natural Gas Leak Repair Work & New Natural Gas Customer Service Line Work Prior to Cold Weather: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, declaring an emergency and 
authorizing the retaining of Sullivan Trail Construction to assist in repairing natural gas leaks and installing 
new customer gas service lines prior to cold weather temperatures for an amount not to exceed $50,000. All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Adjournment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Alger, to adjourn the Regular 
Meeting at 6:16 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Samantha Voss 
Municipal Utility Commission Clerk 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting Scheduled For: 
November 12, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. 


