OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FOR THE VILLAGE OF BATH
PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 16, 2024

This meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bath was held on the 16th day of
December 2024 located at 7 South Ave., Bath NY 14810. This meeting was called to order by
Mayor, Michael Sweet, at 5:30 p.m.

Present:

Mayor: Michael Sweet
Deputy Mayor/Trustee: Karen Causer
Trustee: Mark Bardeen
Trustee: Jeffrey Muller
Trustee: Melanie Coots
Clerk/ Treasurer: Jacqueline Shroyer
Attorney: Aaron Mullen
Street Supervisor: Jason Causer
Code Enforcement Officer: Bradley Hill
Fire Chief: Michael Fiordo
Director of Municipal Utilities: Erin Bonacci
Criminal Investigator: Michael Jackson

Visitors/Residents in Attendance:

Kelly Fitzpatrick —County Legislator

Dillon Lewis — Village Resident

Michael Walden — Village of Bath Street Department Employee, Town Resident
Tyler Haight — Village of Bath Street Department Employee, Town Resident
Keith Becken — BEGWS Commissioner

Mark Alger - BEGWS Commissioner

Holly Carsen — Village Resident

Dean & Dolly Rawleigh

Joseph Gottwald — Empire Access Employee

Absent:
Chief of Police: Colin Taft

Public Hearing:
Local Law #4 — Cold War Veteran Exemption:

The purpose of the public hearing is to hear all interested parties’ comments or concerns
regarding adding to Chapter 103, Taxation, of the Code of the Village of Bath enacting a
property tax exemption for Cold War Veterans pursuant to Section 458-b of the Real Property
Tax Law.



Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to close the public
hearing at 5:31 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Local Law #5 — VFF and Ambulance Exemption:

The purpose of the public hearing is to hear all interested parties’ comments or concerns
regarding amending Chapter 103, Taxation, of the Code of the Village of Bath enacting a
property tax exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Ambulance Workers pursuant to Section
466-a of the Real Property Tax Law.

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to close the public
hearing at 5:32 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Empire Franchise Agreement Renewal:

The purpose of the public hearing is to hear all interested parties’ comments or concerns
regarding the renewal of the Empire Video Services Franchise Agreement.

Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to close the public hearing
at 5:35 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Visitor:
BST Presentation on 2023-2024 Financial Audit:

BST reviewed with the board the 2023-2024 fiscal year audited financial results. The
Village ended their fiscal year with using around $82,000 of fund balance. The general fund
appears to be in strong financial condition. There were no audit adjustments found and no
significant issues discussed with Village management.

Holly Carsen — Speeding by SPCA:

Speed limit begins at the bottom of the hill on County Route 10. She has called PD,
where she was told the best bet would be to come to a board meeting. Asking for a radar speed
sign on Cameron Street, as research has shown it is a huge benefit. She is requesting the Village
Board add signs for 30 MPH and a radar sign. We are looking into radar signs for budget next
year, so timing is perfect and we will look into for the next budget year.

Appointments:
Vernard Anderson — Utility Commission:

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen to accept the
reappointment of Vernard Anderson to the Utility Commission for a 5 year term. All present
were in favor and the motion was carried.

Audit of Bills:

Motion made by Trustee Causer, seconded by Trustee Muller, to approve the payment of
the Village bills in the amount of $224,001.68, plus DSLR Drone Invoice in the amount of
$10,951.00. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Department Head Reports:
Jason Causer, Street Superintendent:
Street Report was received.



Colin Taft, Chief of Police:
Police Report was received.

Bradley Hill, Code Enforcement:
Code Enforcement Report was received.

Michael Fiordo, Fire Chief:
Fire Department Report was received.

Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities:
BEGWS Minutes were received. Monthly report was received.

Jacqueline Shroyer, Clerk/Treasurer Report:
Clerk/Treasurer report was received.

Committee Reports:
Trustee Coots/Causer:

Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Mayor Sweet, to accept the donation of
$8,000 from the Chamber of Commerce and the Civic Group/Brewfest for the Pulteney Park
Electrical Upgrade. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Trustee Bardeen:

Fire Department Election Results:
Chief — Mike Fiordo
15t Assistant — Dave Dowdle
2" Assistant — Brady Hill
3" Assistant — Anthony Cilino
4™ Assistant — Corey Zydanowicz
President — Jason Causer
Vice President — Bob Cilino
Secretary — Chris Kincella
Treasurer — Robin Havens

New Business:
Local Law #4 — Cold War Veterans Exemption”

Motion made by Trustee Causer, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve Local Law #4
regarding Cold War Veterans Exemption. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Local Law #5 — VFF and Ambulance Exemption”

Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Coots, to approve Local Law #5
regarding Volunteer Firefighters and Ambulance Workers Exemption. All present were in favor
and the motion was carried.

Empire Franchise Agreement Renewal:
Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Coots, to approve the franchise
renewal Agreement with Empire Video Services for a 5 year term, pending changes for



Trimming of Trees and names changed in the Agreement to Empire. All present were in favor
and the motion was carried.

Approve Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Audited Financial Statements:

Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the audited
financial statements for fiscal year 2023-2024 by BST, pending management review. All present
were in favor and the motion was carried.

Providence Housing Driveway Agreement:

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Causer, to approve the Driveway
Agreement with Providence Housing for the property located at 208 Liberty Street, pending
language change from Village Attorney. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Providence Housing — Move Bus Stop:

Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the Mayor or
Village Clerk/Treasurer to sign the letter approving the moving of the Bus Stop located at 208
Liberty Street. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Sidewalk Program Invoice Approvals:
Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Coots, to approve the following
Sidewalk Program invoices. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Heidelberg Materials — Invoice #708263, 708689, 708881 - $4,340.50
Longwell Lumber — Invoice #340678 - $59.88
JC Smith Inc. — Invoice #1790900 - $282.00

V. Bath WWTP Upgrades — Approval of Eligible Invoices/Pay Apps:

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the Contractor
Payment Applications for the WWTP Upgrades in the amount of $3,094,975.79 to Performance
Construction Company, $117,725.62 to Matco Electric Corporation, $25,498.00 to Michael A.
Ferrauilo Plumbing & Heating, Inc., $66,053.50 to Frey & Campbell, and $43,573.45 to GHD
Consulting Services, Inc. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Schedule 2" Public Hearing for CDBG Grant - WWTP Upgrades:

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to schedule the public
hearing for Tuesday, January 21, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. for the CDBG Grant for the Village of Bath
WWTP Upgrades. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Temporary Full — Time Police Officer Resolution:

RESOLUTION
VILLAGE OF BATH BOARD OF TRUSTEES
BATH, NEW YORK

DATE APPROVED: Monday, December 16, 2024 INTRO. DATE: Monday, December 16, 2024




INTRODUCED BY: Trustee Coots SECONDED BY: Trustee Bardeen

VOTE: Mayor Sweet Aye Nay  Abstain  Absent
Trustee Causer Aye Nay  Abstain  Absent
Trustee Bardeen Aye Nay  Abstain  Absent
Trustee Muller Aye Nay Abstain  Absent
Trustee Coots Aye Nay  Abstain  Absent

TITLE: Resolution authorizing Bath Police Chief Colin Taft to appoint Part-time Police Officer Michael
Harrington to the position of “Temporary Full-Time Police Officer.”

WHEREAS, Part-time Police Officer Michael Harrington will be appointed to the position of
“Temporary Full-Time Police Officer”, effective January 1, 2025, to cover the shift of a full-time police
officer, Officer Harrington will remain in that position for 90 days.

WHEREAS, during the tendency of Harrington’s temporary full-time position, he shall enjoy all
rights, benefits and privileges of a full-time bargaining unit member.

WHEREAS, Harrington understands and accepts that this position is a temporary full-time
position.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Bath Board of Trustees hereby appoints Part-time Police
Officer Michael Harrington to the Temporary Full-time Position of Police Officer, consistent with the
stipulations of Steuben County Civil Service Rules and Regulations.

Town of Wheeler Fire Agreemeent:
Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Muller, to approve the Town of
Wheeler Fire Agreement for 2025. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Resolution for NYCOM in Support of Increased State Aid:

RESOLUTION
VILLAGE OF BATH BOARD OF TRUSTEES
BATH, NEW YORK

DATE APPROVED: Monday, December 16, 2024 INTRO. DATE: Monday, December 16, 2024

INTRODUCED BY: Trustee Causer SECONDED BY: Trustee Bardeen
VOTE: Mayor Sweet Aye Nay  Abstain  Absent
Trustee Causer Aye Nay  Abstain  Absent

Trustee Bardeen Aye Nay Abstain  Absent



Trustee Muller Aye Nay  Abstain  Absent
Trustee Coots Aye Nay Abstain  Absent

Title: Resolution in Support of Continued and Increased State Aid for Local Governments

WHEREAS, until 2024, cities, villages and towns had not received an increase in unrestricted
state aid (AIM Funding) in 15 years, significantly impacting their ability to provide essential services to
their residents; and

WHEREAS, after a prolonged period without financial support, local governments finally
received an increase of $50 million in unrestricted state aid; and

WHEREAS, local officials express their gratitude for the $50 million increase in unrestricted state
aid, recognizing it as a positive step towards addressing longstanding funding challenges; and

WHEREAS, the State has referred to this new aid as Temporary Municipal Assistance, suggesting
that such increase may not continue, jeopardizing the sustainability of crucial municipal programs and
services; and

WHEREAS, the property tax cap further limits the ability of local governments to properly fund
the programs and services their residents need; and

WHEREAS, increased and ongoing state aid for local governments is vital for maintaining
infrastructure, public safety, housing and other municipal services; and

WHEREAS, the challenges of inflation, the increasing costs of labor and supplies, and the end of
extraordinary federal aid only accentuate the need for consistent and predictable funding to effectively
plan for the future and meet the growing needs of their residents;

NOW, THEREFORE,, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Bath calls upon the Governor and the
State Legislature to commit to continuing the additional S50 million in unrestricted state aid in the 2025-
26 State Budget and beyond, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Village of Bath urges state officials to recognize the need for
a long-term plan that ensures consistent and predictable increases in financial support for local
governments that keep pace with inflation.

Approve to go out to Bid for Police Vehicle:
Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Muller, to approve the Village to go
out to bid for a police vehicle. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Adjourn Regular Meeting/Executive Session:

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to adjourn the regular
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bath at 6:14 p.m. to go into executive session
for potential litigation and for the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of a
particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion,



demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation. All
present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Return to Regular Session:
Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Coots, to return to regular session
at 6:48 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Adjournment:

Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Causer, to adjourn the regular
meeting at 6:48 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.

Respectfully submitted by:

Jacqueline Shroyer
Clerk/Treasurer



