
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
FOR THE VILLAGE OF BATH  

PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING 
OCTOBER 21, 2024 

  
This meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bath was held on the 21st day of October 
2024 located at 110 Liberty Street, Bath NY 14810. This meeting was called to order by Mayor, 
Michael Sweet, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Present: 
Mayor:     Michael Sweet 
Deputy Mayor/Trustee:  Karen Causer 
Trustee:     Mark Bardeen 
Trustee:    Jeffrey Muller 
Trustee:    Melanie Coots  
Clerk/ Treasurer:   Jacqueline Shroyer 
Attorney:    Aaron Mullen – arrived at 6:06 p.m. 
Street Supervisor:   Jason Causer 
Code Enforcement Officer:  Bradley Hill 
Fire Chief:    Michael Fiordo 
Director of Municipal Utilities: Erin Bonacci 
Chief of Police:   Colin Taft 
Village Justice/Mossy Bank Member:  Robert Plaskov 
 
Visitors/Residents in Attendance:     
Kelly Fitzpatrick –County Legislator 
Calvan Uram – Town Resident 
Dillon Lewis – Village Resident  
Nathan Uram – Village of Bath Street Department Employee, Town Resident 
Tyler Haight – Village of Bath Street Department Employee, Town Resident 
Michael Walden – Village of Bath Street Department Employee, Town Resident 
Police Department Employees and Family Members  
Veronica Durand – Village Resident 
 
Public Hearing: 
Local Law Regarding Disability Tax Exemption: 
 The purpose of the public hearing is to hear all interested parties’ comments or concerns 
regarding amending Section 103-29 of the Code of the Village of Bath Raising its Real Property 
Persons with Disabilities Exemption Income Threshold to $35,000. 
 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to close the public hearing 
at 5:30 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Officer Introductions: 
 Chief of Police, Colin Taft, introduced the four new police officers the Village of Bath 
has hired. Full Time Officer, Jose Contreras, Part Time Officers, Alexander Hevey, Kristian 
Zawko, and Frederick Klock were all introduced to the Board of Trustees.  



 
Police Department Members and Family left the meeting. Sergeant Recktenwald, Investigator 
Jackson, Sergeant Cheresnowsky, Sergeant Ruggles and Police Officer Harrington stayed at the 
meeting.  
 
Visitor: 
Robert Plaskov – Mossy Bank Slash Walls and Court Security: 
 Mr. Plaskov wanted to discuss the project at Mossy Bank regarding the Slash Walls. The 
Mossy Bank Committee is recommending to the board to pursue another area of the park where 
trees seem to need forest vegetation. The first project with slash walls to regenerate the area is 
being completed. Mossy Bank is asking the board to sign another contract for a different area. 
 Mr. Plaskov has concerns regarding court security when the court is in session and the 
number of security officers at court during certain times. He is requesting there be two court 
security officers while the court is in session on Wednesdays. The police department has tried 
getting two security officers scheduled on Wednesdays and the on duty officers help when they 
can, but do have to go out on other calls that come in when necessary.  
 
Audit of Bills:  

Motion made by Trustee Causer, seconded by Trustee Muller, to approve the payment of 
the Village bills in the amount of $633,898.73. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried.  
 
Department Head Reports: 
Jason Causer, Street Superintendent: 
 Street Report was received. 
 
Colin Taft, Chief of Police: 
 Police Report was received.  
 
Bradley Hill, Code Enforcement: 
 Code Enforcement Report was received. 
 
Michael Fiordo, Fire Chief: 
 Fire Department Report was received. 
 
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities: 
 BEGWS Minutes were received. Monthly report was received. 
 
Jacqueline Shroyer, Clerk/Treasurer Report: 
 Clerk/Treasurer report was received.  
 
 Motion made by Trustee Causer, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the following 
budget amendments for the 2024-2025 fiscal year. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 
 
  Reverse Budget Amendment: 



   
  Increase A1990.4 Contingent Account by $13,000.00 
  Decrease A3120.2 Police Department Equipment by $13,000.00 
  To Cover Costs of AC at Police Department.  
 
Committee Reports” 
Mayor Sweet: 
 Charters of Freedom dedication will take place in Pulteney Park on Friday, October 25, 
2024 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Charters of Freedom Flag/Concrete Expense Approval: 
 Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Muller, to approve up to $5,000 
to purchase and install a flagpole/flag and concrete for a sidewalk near the Charters of Freedom 
Display in Pulteney Park. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
New Business: 
Approve Local Law –Disability Tax Exemption: 
 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve Local Law #3 
of 2024 entitled “Amending Section 103-29 of the Code of the Village of Bath of Bath Raising 
its Real Property Persons with Disability Exemption Income Threshold to $35,000.” All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried.  
 
Discussion on Catholic Charities – Narcan Request: 
 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the request 
from Catholic Charities to install a free emergency Narcan wall unit in the municipal building 
and host a Narcan training. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Approve Contract for the sale of Standing Timber: 
 Motion made by Trustee Causer, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the Contract 
for the Sale of Standing Timber from Jason Stover, dba Ridge Line Timber Products, for a price 
not to exceed $4500, for phase 1. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Causer, to approve a Contract for 
Sale of Standing Timber from Jason Stover, dba Ridge Line Timber Products, for a price not to 
exceed $7,000, or phase 2. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Approve DSLR Pros Quote Using NYS Grant Funds: 
 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Causer, to approve the quote from 
DSLR Pros Intelligent Drone Solutions in the amount of $9,655.99 paid with NYS Grant funds 
for a DJI Mavic 3 Enterprise Series Drone. The Village will need to cover insurance on the drone 
for an estimated amount of $1,355 per year. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 
 
Property Tax Exemption Discussion: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to table setting the public 
hearing regarding adding to Chapter 103, Taxation, of the Code of the Village of Bath Enacting a 



Property Tax Exemption to Cold War Veterans Pursuant to Section 458-b of the Real Property 
Tax Law until the next meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to set the public hearing 
regarding Amending Chapter 103, Taxation, of the Code of the Village of Bath Enacting a 
Property Tax Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Ambulance Workers Pursuant to Section 
466-a of the Real Property Tax Law for Monday November 18, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Approve Chief of Police to Attend NYS Chiefs Leadership: 
 Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Coots, to approve the Chief of 
Police to attend the NYS Chiefs Leadership Conference in Schenectady, NY on November 7 and 
8, 2024. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Approve Sgt Cheresnowsky to Attend OPDV Domestic Violence Training: 
 Motion made by Trustee Causer, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve Sergeant 
Cheresnowsky to attend the OPDV Domestic Violence Training in Albany from October 30 – 
31, 2024. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Approve Resolution Provisional Full Time Officer – Klock: 
 

RESOLUTION 
VILLAGE OF BATH BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

BATH, NEW YORK 
 
DATE APPROVED: Monday, October 21, 2024   INTRO. DATE: Monday, October 21, 2024 
 
INTRODUCED BY: ____Trustee Coots_________SECONDED BY:  ___Trustee Causer__________ 
 
VOTE:  Mayor Sweet  Aye  Nay  Abstain  Not Present 
  Trustee Causer  Aye  Nay  Abstain  Not Present 
  Trustee Bardeen Aye  Nay  Abstain  Not Present 
  Trustee Coots  Aye  Nay  Abstain  Not Present 
  Trustee Muller  Aye  Nay  Abstain  Not Present 
 
TITLE: Appointment of Frederick Klock as Provisional Full Time Police Officer for the Village of Bath.  
 
 WHEREAS, Police Officer Frederick Klock has been employed with the Village of Bath as a Part 
Time Police Officer since May 21, 2024; 
 
 WHEREAS, Chief of Police, Colin Taft, recommends Frederick Klock to be appointed as 
Provisional Police Officer effective Friday, November 1, 2024 contingent upon the following stipulations: 
 



• Frederick Klock will be appointed Police Officer, consistent with Steuben County Civil Service 
Rules & Regulations, effective Friday, November 1, 2024. He will sign the oath of office for said 
appointment before Saturday November 30, 2024 before the Bath Village Clerk. 

• Commencing Friday, November 1, 2024, Frederick Klock will be appointed as Provisional Police 
Officer and will not be on a probationary period as it is a provisional appointment, consistent 
with Steuben County Civil Service Rules and Regulations. 

• Frederick Klock will receive compensation and benefits pursuant to the collective bargaining 
agreement between the Village of Bath Board of Trustees and the Bath Police Benevolent 
Association. 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Bath Board of Trustees is hereby appointing Frederick Klock 
to the position of Provisional Police Officer contingent on the aforementioned stipulations. 
 
Generator Install Quotes: 
 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen to approve the quote from 
Pelham Electric to install the Street Department Generator in the amount of $18,500. All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
ARPA Funds Discussion: 
 Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Causer, to move $6,100 of the 
ARPA funds from Street Department Generators funds to the Police Department Renovation 
Project, as the generator and install did not cost the total of $50,000 that was applied from the 
ARPA funds. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.   
 
Sidewalk Program Invoice Approvals: 
 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the following 
Sidewalk Program invoices from June 2024 – September 2024. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 
 

Heidelberg Materials – Invoice #708533 –  $492.00 
Longwell Lumber – Invoice #339919, 339967, 340018, 340124 –  $61.30 
Concrete Supplies – Invoice #IB00027 –  $62.00 
Concrete Supplies – Invoice #IB00070 –  $129.98 

 
V. Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Eligible Invoices/Pay Apps: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the Contractor 
Payment Applications for the WWTP Upgrades in the amount of $2,030,156.20 to Performance 
Construction Company and $488,041.41 to Matco Electric Corporation. All present were in 
favor and the motion was carried. 
  
V. Bath Water System Improvements – Approval of Eligible Invoices/Pay Apps: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve the eligible 
expenditures for the Village of Bath Water System Improvements Project – Phase 1 in the 
amount of $7,450.00 for Harris Beach. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 



Approve Linstar Quote: 
 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Causer, to approve the quote from 
Linstar Security in the amount of $3,796.50 for the purchase of a power kit providing power to 
the cameras and a wireless high ethernet system. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 
 
Approve Cabinet for PD Project: 
 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Bardeen, to approve Sincerbox to 
complete a quote for the Village Police Renovation Project for cabinets in a space that was not 
part of the original construction plan, and to approve up to $2,500 for said cabinets. All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Discussion/Approval on Flood Insurance: 
 Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Causer, to approve the amount of 
$2,922, Village amount of $741 and Bath Electric amount of $2,181, for flood insurance through 
Travelers, which will cover all village owned property. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 
 
Adjourn Regular Meeting/Executive Session: 
 Motion made by Trustee Causer, seconded by Trustee Muller, to adjourn the regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bath at 6:37 p.m. to go into executive session 
for contracts, potential litigation and for the medical, financial, credit, or employment history of 
a particular person or corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, 
promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or 
corporation. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Code Enforcement, Brad Hill, asked to stay in executive session and left at 6:47 p.m. 
 
Chief of Police, Colin Taft, asked to join executive session at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Return to Regular Session: 
 Motion made by Trustee Bardeen, seconded by Trustee Muller to return to regular 
session at 7:16 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Adjournment:  
 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Causer to adjourn the regular 
meeting at 7:17 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  
 
         

 
Jacqueline Shroyer 
Clerk/Treasurer 


