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Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 
Regular Meeting – February 11, 2025 

 

Official Meeting Minutes 
 

The Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath (Commission) held its Regular Meeting on the 11th day 
of February 2024. The meeting was called to order by Mark Alger, Vice Chairman of the Commission, at 4:34 
p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Mark Alger, Vice Chairman  
Keith Becken  
Vernard Anderson  
Robert Plaskov 

 
Commissioner(s) Absent: 
Jeffrey Muller, Chairman  
 
Others Present: 
Samantha Voss, Municipal Utility Commission Clerk  
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities 
Echo Yeoman, BEGWS Administrative Assistant  
David Townsend, BEGWS Utilities Operations Manager 
Matthew Whedbee, BEGWS Utilities Asset Manager 
Edward Maliborski, BEGWS Utilities Service Supervisor 
Jordan Snell, BEGWS Accountant / CSEA BEGWS Unit Vice President 
Dillon Lewis, Visitor 
 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the meeting 
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on January 14, 2025. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Audit of Bills: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, approving payments made 
of $914,295.44 during the period of January 15, 2025, and February 10. 2025, and the vouchers/invoices 
submitted for approval in the amount of $246,448.47, for a total amount of $1,160,743.91. All present were 
in favor and the motion was carried. 

  
NYPA Proposed Preference Power / Hydroelectric Power Rate Increase: 

At a regular meeting of the Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath, New York, held on 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025, the following resolution was adopted: 

 
Moved by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Becken 
 

WHEREAS, the New York Power Authority (“NYPA”) has proposed a dramatic increase in the 
rates charged to its preference power customers as outlined in the December 2024 NYPA Preliminary 
Staff Report and pursuant to the Notice filed by NYPA under SAPA, the New York State Administrative 
Procedures Act, on December 31, 2024, and 

  
  



Page 2 of 5 

WHEREAS, the Village of Bath / Bath Electric, Gas and Water Systems , a member of the Municipal 
Electric Utilities Association of New York State (“MEUA”) and a preference power customer of NYPA, is 
entitled under federal law to be provided with electricity from the Niagara Power Project to be 
delivered by NYPA at the “lowest rates reasonably possible”, and 

 
WHEREAS, the MEUA has voiced its significant concerns with both the magnitude of these 

increases and the methodology used in their calculation, and 
 
WHEREAS, the governing board of the Village of Bath / Bath Electric, Gas and Water Systems, 

deems it likely that NYPA’s proposal to increase hydropower rates will have an adverse impact on our 
community, with particular risk to low-income residents and businesses already struggling 
economically to survive in an unfriendly New York State business environment. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Municipal Utility Commission of the Village 

of Bath that NYPA is hereby requested and encouraged to re-examine the magnitude of its proposed 
rate increase, with particular emphasis on its requested profit percentage and its rapidly increasing 
administrative and general costs and its operation and maintenance expenses., and the above 
recommended to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees for approval. 

 
All present were in favor and the motion was carried.   
 

NYSERDA PON 5896 Application / Commitment of Funds: 
Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the cost 

share that is one-third of the amount of the NYSERDA subaward value, and authorizing Chairman Muller 
and/or Vice Chairman Alger to sign the cost share commitment letter. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 

 
Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, authorizing Chairman 

Muller and/or Vice Chairman Alger to sign the letter of support. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Payment Capacitree for Technical Support & Grant Writing Assistance: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, approving payment of 
$2,500 to Capacitree for professional services provided for grant writing technical assistance for the 
NYSERDA PON 5896 funding application. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Approving Director Bonacci’s Candidacy for NYMPA Board of Directors: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Plaskov, approving and 
supporting Director Bonacci’s candidacy for the New York Municipal Power Agency (NYMPA) Board of 
Directors. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

  
Designating Director Bonacci as NYMPA Accredited Delegate for Village of Bath/BEGWS for Calendar Year 
2025: 

Motion made by Commission Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Becken, designating Erin Bonacci, 
Director of Municipal Utilities, as the accredited delegate for the Village of Bath / Bath Electric, Gas and Water 
Systems for NYMPA business conducted in Calendar Year 2025. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Designating Director Bonacci as MEUA Accredited Delegate for Village of Bath/BEGWS for Calendar Year 
2025: 

Motion made by Commissioner Becken, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, designating Erin 
Bonacci, Director of Municipal Utilities, as the accredited delegate for the Village of Bath / Bath Electric, Gas 
and Water Systems for Municipal Electric Utilities Association of NYS (MEUA) business conducted in 
Calendar Year 2025. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  
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PHMSA FY23 NGDISM Project: 
Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, authorizing the 

amendment for professional services provided by Larson Design Group, with LaBella Associates and 
Municipal Solutions as subconsultants, for professional services for the engineering detailed design and 
bidding assistance for the leak prone replacement funded by the PHMSA NGDISM grant and increasing the 
authorized fee from $201,000 to $255,500. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
USDA RD Application / Targeting Funds for Village’s Water Fund:  

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the 
commitment of funds for the Village’s water utility as outlined in the June 17, 2024 letter and recommending 
approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Eligible Expenditures:  

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Beckon, approving the following 
eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and recommending approval to the Village of 
Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Performance Construction Company $429,185.77 

Matco Electric Corporation $114,129.22 

Michael A. Ferrauilo Plumbing & Heating, 
Inc.  

$114,427.48 

Frey & Campbell $49,378.43 

GHD Consulting Services Inc. $35,414.39 

Municipal Solutions $2,592.00 
 

 
JK Executive Strategies, LLC Invoice: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, approving the invoice 
from JK Executives LLC that was received after accounts payable cut off in the amount of $7,916.90. All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 
2025 MEUA Safety Training: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving registration 
of BEGWS employees in the Electric Line Department for MEUA’s 2025 Safety Training Program for an 
amount of $9,400. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
2025 MEUA Apprentice Line School: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving registration 
of BEGWS employees Wyatt Raponi and Joseph Kahn for MEUA Apprentice Line School – Year 2 for an 
amount of $7,700, plus lodging and meal expenses in accordance with BEGWS policy. A BEGWS vehicle will 
be used. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Forklift Training: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving fork lift 
training for BEGWS field/service employees for an amount of $1,953.70. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 

 
Wastewater Operator Training: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving wastewater 
operator training for BEGWS employee James Hoad for wastewater operator recertification for an amount 
not-to-exceed $500. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Southern Tier NY Water Works Training: Budgeting, Capital Planning: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving budgeting 
and capital training for BEGWS management and supervision employees (total of eight (8)) for an amount 
not-to-exceed $500. BEGWS vehicle(s) will be used. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
MEUA Engineering / Accounting & Finance Workshop: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving registration 
for up to twelve (12) BEGWS employees for March 2025 MEUA Engineering / Accounting & Finance 
Workshop, plus lodging and meal expenses in accordance with BEGWS policy. BEGWS vehicle(s) will be used. 
All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Approve Director Bonacci’s Time Off Tuesday February 18th through Friday February 21st: 

Motin made by Commissioner Becken, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving Director 
Bonacci’s time off request for Tuesday February 18th through Friday February 21st. All present were in favor 
and the motion was carried. 

 
Utilities Service Department Service Vehicle: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the purchase 
of a valve exerciser in the amount not-to-exceed $97,000. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried.  

 
Dillon Lewis and Jordan Snell left the Regular Meeting at 5:37 p.m. 

 
Executive Session: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, to leave the Open Meeting 
and enter into Executive Session at 5:37 p.m. for: (1) matters leading to the appointment of a particular 
person, (2) discussion of proposed litigation for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, (3) discussion of 
proposed litigation for property acquisition. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Mayor Michael Sweet joined the Regular Meeting and Executive Session at 5:43 p.m. and left Executive Session and 
the Regular Meeting at 5:44 p.m. 
 
Edward Maliborski, David Townsend, Matthew Whedbee, Echo Yeoman and Samantha Voss left Executive Session 
and the Regular Meeting at 5:52 p.m. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, to leave Executive Session 
and return to Regular Meeting at 6:52 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Appointment of BEGWS Maintenance Person: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Becken, appointing Matthew Treat 
to the Maintenance Person position in accordance with NYS Civil Service Law and CSEA BEGWS Unit 
collective bargaining agreement currently in effect. The appointment is subject to the completion of a pre-
employment background check, physical and drug screening. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Retain Harter Secrest & Emery: 

Motion made by Commissioner Plaskov, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, authorizing the 
retaining of Harter Secrest & Emery for legal services pertaining to proposed property acquisition for a 
hourly not-to-exceed fee of $5,000. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Adjournment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Becken, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, adjourning the Regular 
Meeting at 6:54 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Samantha Voss 
Municipal Utility Commission Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Erin Bonacci 
Director of Municipal Utilities 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting Scheduled For: 
March 11, 2025, at 4:30 p.m. 


