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Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 
Regular Meeting – February 10, 2026 

 

Official Meeting Minutes 
 

The Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath (Commission) held its Regular Meeting on the 10th day 
of February 2026. The meeting was called to order by Jeff Muller, Chairman of the Commission, at 4:32 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: 
Jeffrey Muller, Chairman 
Vernard Anderson 
Paul Webster 
Joshua Sobilo 
 
Others Present: 
Samantha Voss, Municipal Utility Commission Clerk  
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities 
David Townsend, BEGWS Utilities Operations Manager 
Matthew Whedbee, BEGWS Utilities Asset Manager 
Edward Malborski, BEGWS Utilities Service Manager 
John Lanzafame, JK Executive Strategies – joined virtually at 4:35 p.m. 
Dillon Lewis, Resident 
 
Acceptance of Agenda: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, accepting the agenda as 
presented for the February 10, 2026 Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the meeting 
minutes of the Regular Meeting held on January 13, 2026. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Audit of Bills: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving payments made 
of $1,299,288.89 during the period of January 14, 2026, through February 9, 2026, and the vouchers and 
invoices submitted for approval in the amount of $285,887.87, for a total amount of $1,585,176.76. All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Authorization To Declare Surplus / Sale-Disposal – Distribution Transformers: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, authorizing declaring 
as surplus 4160 volt transformers, of quantity as identified by BEGWS Electric Supervisor, and authorizing 
disposal/sale in accordance with NYS General Municipal Law and the Village’s Procurement Policy, and 
recommending to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees for approval. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 

 
Authorization To Standardize – Probewell Meter Testing Equipment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, authorizing the 
standardization on Probewell MT-1/WT3 meter testing equipment for the reasons of efficiency and economy 
and recommending to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees for approval. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 
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Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements – Phase I – Authorization To Award: 
Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, authorizing award to 

J.D. Northrup Construction Inc. for the Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements – Phase 
I, with a bid amount of $5,793,440.00, and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees 
for approval. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements – Phase I – Approval of Eligible 
Expenditures 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the following 
eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements Project – Phase 
I, and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried.  

 

Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 143386 $32,833.25 
 

Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements – Phase I – Approval of Eligible 
Expenditures 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving revised billing 
and authorizing payment to The DDS Companies in an amount not-to-exceed $34,319.48. All present were in 
favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath Water System Improvements Project – USDA Rural Development Loan Resolution: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the USDA 
Rural Development Loan Resolution for the Village of Bath Water System Improvements Project, which 
includes Water Main Replacement on State Roads/Highways (Phase 1) and Water Storage Tanks 
Replacement Project (Phase 2), and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Roads/Highways – Designation of Certifying Officer 
(CDBG Environmental Review): 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving Erin B. Bonacci, 
Director of Municipal Utilities as the Certifying Officer for the Village of Bath for the purposes of the 
environmental review to be completed for NYS CDBG Project # 85PW117-25, and recommending approval to 
the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Roads/Highways – Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s) 
 Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the following 
eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Roads/Highways, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried.   

 

Vendor Amount 

Municipal Solutions – Invoices No. 23997 $1,713.60 
 

Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Roads/Highways – Municipal Financial Advisory 
Services (MFAS) Agreement: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Andreson, approving a MFAS 
agreement with Municipal Solutions, Inc. for the Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Highways-
Roads, and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and 
the motion was carried.  
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Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement – Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 
Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the following 

eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement, and recommending approval 
to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 143384 $23,700.00 
 
Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement – Municipal Financial Advisory Services (MFAS) 
Agreement: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving a MFAS 
agreement with Municipal Solutions, Inc. for the Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried.  

 
Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation – Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the 
following eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation, and recommending 
approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 143383 $42,159.53 
 

Village of Bath Water Services Line Rplacement – Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the following 

eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Replacement, and recommending approval to 
the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Harris Beach Murtha (Bond Counsel services) $3,904.92 
 
Authorization to Purchase Badger Accessories for Automated Meter Reading: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wbester, approving the 
purchase of Badger accessories for larger water meters for amount not-to-exceed $10,000 in accordance with 
NYS General Municipal Law and the Village of Bath Procurement Policy. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 

 
Declaration of Emergency – Water Leak Repairs: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, declaring an emergency 
and authorizing the retaining of Stephens Enterprises approving the declaration of emergency for repairing 
water leaks when BEGWS crew(s) are unavailable cold weather for the amount of $42,000 (10 days total, 
$4,200 per day). All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades - Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the following 

eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and recommending approval to the Village of 
Bath Board of Trustees. All present was in favor and the motion was carried.  

 

Vendor Amount 

Performance Construction – Payment Application No. 27 $896,665.46 

Matco Electric Corporation – Payment Application No. 26 $69,863.33 

Frey & Campbell – Payment Application No. 19 $2,786.35 

GHD Consulting Services  

               Invoice No. 337-0017369 – Additional Construction Administration / Special 
Inspection 

$32,050.51 

  Invoice No. 337-0017370 – Construction Inspection / Resident Project Representative $25,235.75 

Municipal Solutions – Invoice Nos. 23995, 23996 $1,792.00 
 
 
MEUA Accounting & Finance / Engineering Workshop: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the attendance 
of up to eight (8) BEGWS employees for the MEUA Spring 2026 Engineering and Accounting and Finance 
Workshop, March 10-11, 2026, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Syracuse, East Syracuse, NY. Registration 
$184 per person and lodging $169 per person. BEGWS Travel Policy in effect. BEGWS vehicle will be used. If a 
personal vehicle is used in lieu of a BEGWS vehicle, mileage will not be reimbursed. All present were in favor 
and the motion was carried.  

 
Southern Tier NY Water Works Operators Conference: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the attendance 
of BEGWS employees to the Southern Tier NY Water Works Operators Conference for an amount not-to-
exceed $170. Lunch is included. BEGWS vehicle(s) will be used. If a personal vehicle is used in lieu of a 
BEGWS vehicle, mileage will not be reimbursed. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Hiring of Cleaner: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the hiring of a 
cleaner (non-BEGWS employee), at an hourly rate of $20.00; approval contingent upon all contractual 
requirements as stipulated by BEGWS Broker of Record (e.g., agreement, insurance requirements). All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
CSEA Employee Benefit Fund Renewal Agreement: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the renewal 
agreement for the CSEA Employee Benefit Fund, which provides the Equinox Dental Plan and Platinum 12 
Vision Plan to BEGWS active employees, eligible dependents, and retirees, and authorizing Chairman Muller 
to sign the renewal agreement. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Payments to Municipal Solutions: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving payment to 
Municipal Solutions for the following professional-fiscal services. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 
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Vendor Amount 

Invoice No. 23992 – Financial Plan / Multi-Year Budgeting $4,048.80 

Invoice No. 23994 – General Fiscal Services for Village’s Utilities $247.50 
 

Technology Planning Evaluation: 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving payment to 

Edisto Resources for professional services rendered for the technology planning evaluation in the amount of 
$21,371.56. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Samantha Voss, John Lanzafame, and Dillon Lewis left the Regular Meeting at 5:12 p.m. 
 
Executive Session: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, to leave the Open 
Meeting and enter into Executive Session at 5:12 p.m. for: (1) matters to the appointment, employment, 
promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation, (2) 
discussion regarding proposed litigation, (3) proposed acquisition of real property. All present were in favor 
and the motion was carried. 

 
Edward Maliborski left Executive Session and the Regular Meeting at 6:27 p.m. 
 
David Townsend and Matthew Whedbee left Executive Session and the Regular Meeting at 6:54 p.m. 
 
Erin Bonacci left Executive Session at 6:54 p.m, and returned at 7:15p.m.. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to leave Executive 
Session and return to the Open Meeting at 7:15 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Appointment of Maintenance Person – Kyle Kilmer: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the 
appointment of Kyle Kilmer to the Maintenance Person non-competitive position in accordance with NYS 
Civil Service Law, including but not limited to successful completion of the probationary period, and the CSEA 
BEGWS Unit collective bargaining agreement in effect. Appointment subject to successful completion of a 
pre-employment physical and drug and alcohol testing. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Appointment of Maintenance Person – Jonathan Clark: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the 
appointment of Jonathan Clark to the Maintenance Person non-competitive position in accordance with NYS 
Civil Service Law, including but not limited to successful completion of the probationary period, and the CSEA 
BEGWS Unit collective bargaining agreement in effect. Appointment subject to successful completion of a 
pre-employment physical and drug and alcohol testing. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
BEGWS Expansion Project – Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the retaining of 
LaBella Associates for providing professional and technical services for a Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessment in support of the BEGWS Expansion Project, for a not-to-exceed fee of $45,000, plus eligible 
reimbursable expenses. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Adjournment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, to adjourn the Regular 
Meeting at 7:18 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
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Samantha Voss 
Municipal Utility Commission Clerk 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting Scheduled For: 
March 10, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. 


