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Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 
Regular Meeting – March 10, 2026 

 

Official Meeting Minutes 
 

Call to Order: 
The Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath (Commission) held its Regular Meeting on the 10th 
day of March 2026. The meeting was called to order by Jeffrey Muller, Chairman of the Commission, at 4:35 
p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Commissioners Present: 
Jeffrey Muller, Chairman 
Vernard Anderson 
Joshua Sobilo 
Jim Rusak - via virtually 
 
Commissioner(s) Absent: 
Paul Webster 
 
Others Present: 
Samantha Voss, Municipal Utility Commission Clerk  
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities 
David Townsend, BEGWS Utilities Operations Manager 
Matthew Whedbee, BEGWS Utilities Asset Manager 
James Rusak, BEGWS Director of Operations and Personnel Candidate – participated virtually via GoTo 
Dillon Lewis, Resident - joined Regular Meeting 4:46 pm 
 
Acceptance of Agenda: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, accepting the agenda 
as presented for the March 10, 2026, Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was 
carried. 

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the 
meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting held on February 10, 2026. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 

 
Audit of Bills: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving payments 
made of $1,744,704.16 during the period of February 11, 2026, through March 10, 2026, and the 
vouchers and invoices submitted for approval in the amount of $295,967.36, for a total amount of 
$2,040,671.52. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Approval of Payment to Stephens Enterprise: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the invoice 
and payment to Stephens Enterprise in the amount of $4,200.00 as presented by BEGWS Utilities 
Operations Manager. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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New York Power Authority Long Term Agreement (Preference Power): 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving agreement 

for the sale of Niagara Project Wholesale Power and Energy with the New York Power Authority and 
recommending resolution to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees for approval (resolution included). All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Authorize Award – Purchase of Storage Containers: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, authorizing award to 
Viola Storage for the purchase of storage containers for the following utilities. All present were in favor 
and the motion was carried. 

 
Utility Fund  Container 

Quantity 

Container 

Unit Price  

Total 

Container  

Comments 

Natural Gas  4 $6,250  $25,000  Funded through PHSMA FY23 NGDISM (grant)  

Water  2 $6,250  $12,500  Funded through operating fund  

Sewer  1 $4,850  $4,850  Eligibility requested from NYSEFC; if ineligible,  

  Total Award $42,350  

 
Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements – Phase I – Engineering Amendment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, authorizing retaining 
Larson Design Group under retainer agreement for construction phase services from April 2026 through 
June 2028 (27 months) for a not-to-exceed fee of $760,000, billed hourly including reimbursable 
expenses. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 
Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation – Engineering Amendment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Solilo, approving Larson 
Design Group amendment for professional services related to water service line investigations for a not-
exceed fee of $315,000, billed hourly plus reimbursable expenses. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried.  

 
Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation – Approval of Eligible Expenditures: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the 
following eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried.  

 

Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 143899 $25,605.11 
 

Village of Bath Water Service Line Replacement – Approval of Eligible Expenditures: 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the 

following eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Replacement, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried.  

 

Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 143900 $6,205.55 
 

Water Main Replacement on County Route 13: 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, authorizing retaining 

Larson Design Group under its retainer agreement for engineering design phase services for a not-to-
exceed fee of $15,000, billed hourly plus reimbursable expenses. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 
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Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Eligible Expenditures: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the 
following eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and recommending approval to 
the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Performance Construction – Payment Application No. 28 $245,056.30 

Matco Electric Corporation – Payment Application No. 29 $12,901.57 
 
Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Expenditures, Eligibility To Be Determined: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the 
following expenditure for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and recommending approval to the Village 
of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Hancock Estabrook – Invoice Nos. 519241, 520053  $2,375.00 
 

Director of Operations and Personnel Provisional Appointment: 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, memorializing the 

provisional appointment of James (Jim) Rusak, PE to the Director of Operations and Personnel 
competitive position in accordance with NYS Civil Service Law, including sitting for the position’s Civil 
Service examination when scheduled, pass and rank among the top three on the certified eligible list, and 
successful completion of the probationary period, with compensation as stipulated in offer letter. 
Appointment subject to successful completion of a pre-employment physical and drug and alcohol 
testing. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Maintenance Person Permanent Appointment :  

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, memorializing 
permanent appointment of Jacob Higbie to the Maintenance Person non-competitive position in 
accordance with NYS Civil Service Law, including but not limited to successful completion of the 
probationary period, with compensation as stipulated in the CSEA BEGWS Unit collective bargaining 
agreement. Appointment subject to successful completion of a pre-employment physical and drug and 
alcohol testing. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Training Expenditure(s) for Water & Wastewater Operator Certification Renewal: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving training 
expenditure(s) for Andrew Burdin’s water operator certification renewal for an amount not to exceed 
$500. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 
Approval of Director Bonacci’s Vacation: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving Director 
Bonacci’s vacation Friday April 3rd through Monday April 13th, returning to work Tuesday April 14th (7 
work days). All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Dillion Lewis left the Regular Meeting at 5:17 p.m. 
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Executive Session: 
Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, to leave the Open 

Meeting and enter into Executive Session at 5:17 p.m. for: (1) matters to the appointment and 
employment of particular persons(s), (2) discussion regarding proposed, pending or current litigation, 
(3) proposed acquisition of real property. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Samantha Voss and Matthew Whedbee left Executive Session and the Regular Meeting at 5:38 p.m. 
 
David Townsend left Executive Session and the Regular Meeting at 5:48 p.m.. 
 
Executive Session: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to adjourn the 
Regular Meeting at 5:58 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Samantha L. Voss 
Municipal Utility Commission Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Erin B. Bonacci 
Director of Municipal Utilities 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting Scheduled For: 
April 14, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. 


