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Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 
Special Meeting – March 30, 2026 

 

Official Meeting Minutes 
 

Call to Order: 
The Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath (Commission) held a Special Meeting on the 30th day of 
March 2026. The meeting was called to order by Jeffrey Muller, Chairman of the Commission, at 5:05 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Commissioners Present: 
Jeffrey Muller, Chairman 
Vernard Anderson 
Paul Webster 
Joshua Sobilo 
 
Others Present: 
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities 
David Townsend, BEGWS Utilities Operations Manager 
Matthew Whedbee, BEGWS Utilities Asset Manager 
 
Proposed Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget: 

The proposed Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget for the Village’s Electric, [Natural] Gas, Water and 
[Sanitary] Sewer [utility] enterprise funds was reviewed and discussed. Items of discussion included but 
were not limited to: 

• Projected gross revenues: 
o Sales 
o Pass-through collections 
o Other recurring income 
o Non-recurring income (i.e. interest from CDs) 

• Projected expenditures: 
o Purchased power and purchased gas, and associated expenses 
o Labor and benefits, including proposed staffing 
o Miscellaneous operating expenditures (e.g., distribution, treatment, administration) 
o Existing and anticipated debt service payments 
o Capital expenditures (1) 

Note: 
1. Bucket truck for Electric Fund is the only vehicle-equipment currently included in proposed Fiscal Year 2026-2027 

budget. 

 
Matthew Whedbee left the Special Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Executive Session: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, to leave the Open 
Meeting and enter into Executive Session at 7:07 p.m. for matters to the appointment, employment, 
promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation. All 
present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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The following action was taken by formal vote during Executive Session, and shall be made available 
within one week in accordance with Public Officers Law (Chapter 47) Open Meetings Law (Article7) Minutes 
(Section 106 (3)):  

 
Electric Line Worker Provisional Appointment:  

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, to provisionally 
appoint Matthew Strauss to the Electric Line Worker competitive position given the absence of an 
eligible list, with compensation as stipulated in the CSEA BEGWS Unit collective bargaining agreement. 
In accordance with NYS Civil Service List, Mr. Strauss will be required to sit for the Electric Line Worker 
Civil Service examination in Steuben County when scheduled, pass and rank among the top three on the 
certified eligible list. Following a permanent appointment, Mr. Strauss must then successfully complete 
the probationary period in accordance with NYS Civil Service Law. Mr. Strauss’s appointment is subject 
to the completion of a pre-employment background check, physical and drug screening. All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 
David Townsend left Executive Session and the Special Meeting at 7:12 p.m. 

 
Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, to leave Executive Session 

and return to the Open Meeting at 7:30 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
Village’s Electric, [Natural] Gas, Water and [Sanitary] Sewer Utility Enterprise Funds – Proposed Fiscal 
Year 2026-2027 Budget: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the proposed 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027 budget for the Village’s Electric, [Natural] Gas, Water and [Sanitary] Sewer utility 
enterprise funds, and recommending approval by the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in 
favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Adjournment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Sobilo, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, to adjourn the Special 
Meeting at 7:31 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Erin B. Bonacci 
Director of Municipal Utilities 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting Scheduled For: 
April 14, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. 


