
 

 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FOR THE VILLAGE OF BATH  

PUBLIC HEARING/REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 20, 2026 

 

This meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Bath was held on the 20th day of April 2026 

located at 110 Liberty St., Bath NY 14810. This meeting was called to order by Mayor, Michael 

Sweet, at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Present: 

Mayor:      Michael Sweet 

Deputy Mayor/Trustee:   Karen Hoad 

Trustee:      James Spencer 

Trustee:     Jeffrey Muller 

Trustee:     Melanie Coots 

Attorney:     Aaron Mullen  

Street Supervisor:    Jason Causer 

Chief of Police:    Donald Lewis 

Director of Municipal Utilities:  Erin Bonacci  

Clerk/ Treasurer:    Jacqueline Shroyer 

Code Enforcement Officer:   Bradley Hill 

Fire Chief:     Michael Fiordo 

 

Visitors/Residents in Attendance:     

Kelly Fitzpatrick – County Legislator 

Nick Pelham – County Legislator 

Dave Wager – Town Councilman 

Thomas Thorpe – Town Supervisor 

Michael Bly – Village Resident 

Dillon Lewis – Village Resident 

Adam Buck – CSEA Member Requesting Use of Park – Left @ 5:55 p.m. 

  

Public Hearing: 

Local Law #6 – Amend Local Law No. 2-1994, Sewer Use Law: 

 Public Hearing opened at 5:30 p.m. 

 Opened hearing to hear interested parties and citizens for or against the adoption of local law #6 to 

amend Local Law No. 2-1994 on the Sewer Use Law. These amendments pertain to Village of Bath Sewer Use 

Law Article 9, Discharge Restrictions, specifically, Section 903, Concentration Based Limitations, and Section 

904, Mass Discharge Based Limitation. The goal is to protect the Village of Bath WWTP and downstream 

receiving bodies of water.  

 Motion made by Trustee Spencer, seconded by Trustee Coots, to close the public hearing at 5:37 P.m. 

All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 

Correspondence: 

Small Town Sips Dirty Soda Co. – Pulteney Park Request: 

 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Hoad, to approve the Pulteney Park 

request from Small Town Sips Dirty Soda Co. to utilize the park on Mondays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. starting on June 8, 2026 until September 14, 2026, to set up their mobile drink business. They will 



 

 

fill out a peddler’s permit and pay the fees per day for the permit. All present were in favor and the 

motion was carried. 

 

CSEA Member Event – Pulteney Park Request: 

 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Hoad, to approve the Pulteney Park 

request from Adam Buck for a CSEA Member Event on May 7, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

This approval includes a member’s only food truck, where the members will have tickets to order the 

food. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Bath Elks Lodge – Pulteney Park Request: 

 Motion made by Trustee Hoad, seconded by Trustee Muller, to approve the Pulteney Park 

request from Bath Elks Lodge for their annual Flag Day Ceremony on June 14, 2026. All present were 

in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Audit of Bills:  

Motion made by Trustee Hoad, seconded by Trustee Spencer, to approve the payment of the 

Village bills in the amount of $138,426.65. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 

Department Head Reports: 

Jason Causer, Street Superintendent: 

Street Report was received. 

 

Donald Lewis, Chief of Police: 

Police Report was received.  

 

Bradley Hill, Code Enforcement: 

Code Enforcement Report was received. 

 

Michael Fiordo, Fire Chief: 

Fire Department Report was received. 

 

Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities: 

BEGWS Minutes were received. Monthly report was received. 

 

Jacqueline Shroyer, Clerk/Treasurer Report: 

Clerk/Treasurer report was received.  

 

Motion made by Trustee Hoad, seconded by Trustee Coots, to approve the following budget 

amendments for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

 Increase A1325.421 – Clerk – Copy Expenses by $50.00 

Decrease A1325.413 – Clerk – Education by $50.00 

To cover copy expenses. 

 

Increase A5110.1 – Street Dept – Personal Services by $5,000.00 

Decrease A5110.413 – Street Dept – Building Repairs by $5,000.00 

To Cover Costs of Overtime Wages 

 



 

 

Increase A5110.41 – Street Dept – Heat/Lighting by $1,000.00 

Decrease A5110.47 – Street Dept – Uniforms by $1,000.00 

To cover the costs of heating. 

 

Increase A5110.2 – Street Dept – Equipment by $7,000.00 

Decrease A5182.4 Street Lighting – Contractual by $7,000.00 

To Cover the Costs of Updating the Building Fire System. 

 

Increase A5110.2 – Street Dept – Equipment by $44,000.00 

Decrease A5142.1 – Snow Removal – Personal Services by $10,250.00 

Decrease A5142.4 - Snow Removal – Contractual by $10,000.00 

Decrease A5110.49 – Street Dept – Blacktop by $23,750.00 

To Cover the Costs of a Replacement Loader 

 

Increase A9060.8 – Health Insurance by $9,365.75 

Decrease A1990.4 – Contingent Account by $6,924.76 

Decrease A5182.4 – Street Lighting – Contractual by $2,440.99 

To Cover the costs of Health Insurance. 

 

Increase A1420.4 – Attorney – Contractual by $5,000.00 

Increase A2401 – Interest & Earnings by $5,000.00 

To Cover Attorney Costs. 

 

Increase A1325.4 – Clerk – Contractual by $500.00 

Decrease A1325.44 – Clerk – Education by $500.00 

To Cover the Costs of a new Shredder. 

 

Increase A7141.42 – Mossy Bank Park – Arboretum Grant by $115.00 

Increase A3089 – State Aid – Other by $115.00 

To Record Revenue and Expenses for Mossy Bank Grant 

 

Committee Reports: 

Trustee Hoad: 

 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Muller, to approve the Pulteney Park 

Request from the Chamber of Commerce for the annual Music in the Park for Wednesdays July 1 – 

August 5, 2026. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Trustee Coots: 

 Explained to the board her feelings on the fake Facebook page and how something needs to be 

done regarding this page. She feels this page is presenting itself as an official source when it is not. 

This is misleading to the public and completely unacceptable. There have also been repeated, 

documented of a department head being followed, watched and harassed. It is not appropriate, it is 

threatening behavior. This isn’t about personal issues, this is about the Village’s reputation, public trust 

and the safety of the Village employees. She wants to make it clear to the public what our official 

communication is and we need to address the situation before it gets any worse. Trustee Coots would 

like to involve legal counsel to address the impersonation and harassment. As she stated clearly, the 

Village employees deserve to feel safe doing their jobs and our community deserves honesty. This is 

non-negotiable. 



 

 

 

New Business: 

Adopt/Approve Village Budget for 2026-2027: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Coots, to approve and adopt the Village 

proposed budget for fiscal year 2026-2027 with a 4.95% increase, using $350,000 of fund balance. All 

present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Adopt/Approve BEGWS Budget for 2026-2027: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Hoad, to approve and adopt the budget 

for fiscal year 2026-2027 for BEGWS. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

 

Tax Levy Resolution: 

 
Resolution 04-20-2026 

Upon the motion of Trustee Hoad, seconded by Trustee Spencer, to approve Resolution 04-20-2026 Tax Levy 

for 2026-2027. 

Whereas, the Village Board of Trustees has adopted a budget for the fiscal year 2026-2027 pursuant to Section 

5-508 of the Village Law. 

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the following tax levy be adopted levying the total taxes and other charges 

extended and levied against each parcel of real property shown on the roll for the fiscal year 2026-2027: 

 

General Fund Tax Levy        $3,363,805.00 

Assessed Valuation                257,567,577.00 

Tax Rate per 1000             13.05989 

 

Total Taxes for 2026-2027 Budget      $3,363,219.78 

Delinquent Water Rents/Units & Charges          $11,183.32 

Delinquent Sewer Rents/Units & Charges              $12,526.32 

 

Omitted Tax Re-levies               $585.22 

 

Tax Map Number     Amount 

NONE 

 

Total Tax Levy      $3,387,514.64 

 

and the County of Steuben is authorized to collect these taxes and re-levies and the Mayor and all the 

Trustees voting as follows: 
 

    AYE   NAY   ABSENT 
Mayor Michael Sweet     X                    
Trustee James Spencer     X            

 Trustee Jeffrey Muller     X             



 

 

 Trustee Karen Hoad     X 
 Trustee Melanie Coots      X  

 

Approve Local Law #6 – Amend Local Law No. 2-1994, Sewer Use Law: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Coots, to approve Local Law #6 

amending local law no. 2-1994, Sewer Use Law. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Approval of Williamson Positive Pay Proposal: 

 Motion made by Trustee Hoad, seconded by Trustee Coots, approving the Williamson Positive 

Pay Proposal in the amount of $300.00 adding existing annual support for our accounting and 

budgeting software. This approval coincides with the approval from December 2025 for positive pay 

through the bank to help prevent fraud on our accounts and checks. All present were in favor and the 

motion was carried. 

 

Approve IAAI Training: 

 Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Hoad, to approve Chief Lewis to attend 

IAAI Training May 6 – May 8, 2026, all costs are covered by Steuben County. All present were in 

favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Approve Child Abduction Response, Investigation & Mobilization Training: 

 Motion made by Trustee Hoad, seconded by Trustee Spencer, to approve Sergeant 

Recktenwald and Sergeant Roberson to attend Child Abduction Response, Investigation & 

Mobilization Training from June 9 – June 11, 2026. All present were in favor and the motion was 

carried. 

 

Approve Proclamation for Coach Benn Joseph: 

 Motion made by Trustee Hoad, seconded by Trustee Spencer, approving the proclamation to 

proclaim Wednesday May 6, 2026 as Bennett C Joseph Jr. Day. Proclamation is below. All present 

were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS,           today, we proudly dedicate the Haverling High School Baseball Field in memory                                

                             of Coach Bennett C Joseph Jr.  in recognition of his 50 years of volunteer                 

                             service to our community and its young athletes. 

WHEREAS,          For five decades, Coach Benn Joseph gave his time, energy and heart to our  

                              youth and through patience, encouragement and unwavering commitment, 

                              he taught young players values that extend far beyond the game itself.  

WHEREAS,          Coach Joseph’s impact can be measured by the countless lives he touched. 

                              Many who once wore a uniform under his guidance have grown into adults 

                              who carry his lessons into their families, careers, and communities. 



 

 

WHEREAS,           this field will stand as a permanent reminder of Coach Benn Joseph’s      

                               love of the game and the children he served.  His volunteer spirit  

                               embodied the very best of what youth sports and community spirit 

                               represent 

 NOW THEREFORE,       I, Michael Sweet, Mayor of the Village of Bath, do hereby  

                               Proclaim Wednesday, May 6, 2026 as:  

                                           Bennett C Joseph Jr. Day    

                           in the Village of Bath, New York, and I urge all residents to support our 

                               Youth and Community activities 

     DATED              this 20th day of April 2026 

 

Approve Sidewalk Program Expenses: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, to approve the following 

sidewalk program expenses from March 2026. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

 Longwell Lumber & Building Co., Inc. – Inv #345824 - $43.98 

 Longwell Lumber & Building Co., Inc.  – Inv #345829 - $22.98 

 

V. Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements Project Phase 1 – Award for Purchase 

of Tapping Equipment for Steel Mains: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Hoad, authorizing award to Mueller for 

the purchase of tapping equipment for steel mains, with a total bid amount of $62,963.44, as 

recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 2026 Regular 

Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

V. Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements Project Phase 1 – Award for Purchase 

of Tapping Equipment for Plastic Mains: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Coots, authorizing award to 

Consolidated Pipe & Supply for the purchase of tapping equipment for plastic mains, with a total bid 

amount of $22,295.87, as recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the 

April 14, 2026 Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

V. Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements Project Phase 1 – Award Bid for 

Purchase of Remote Pressure Monitoring & Communications: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Coots, authorizing award to EYW 

Companies for the purchase of remote pressure monitoring and communications equipment, with a 

total bid amount of $132,175, as recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 

at the April 14, 2026 Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 



 

 

V. Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements Project Phase 1 – Approve Quote for 

Laydown Area: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Hoad, approving quote from Stephens 

Enterprises in the amount of $29,940.00, as recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility 

Commission at the April 14, 2026 Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was 

carried. 

V. Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements Project Phase 1 – Approval of Eligible 

Expenditures: 

Motion made by Trustee Spencer, seconded by Trustee Muller, approving the following 

eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements Project – 

Phase 1, as recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 2026, 

Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 

Vendor Amount 

UPSCO  

Invoice No. 0278204-IN $8,086.10 

Invoice No. 0278582-IN $8,232.63 

Reliable Manufacturing Group – Invoice No. SI-0000504 $1,458.10 

Viola Storage – Invoice No. 75920 $25,000.00 

Consolidate Pipe Supply – Invoice No. MO0684162 $26,145.00 

J.D. Northrup Construction, Inc. – Payment Application No. 1 $52,440.00 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 144594 $18,718.10 

 

 

Fiscal Year 2026 Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety & Modernization Grant 

Program: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, requesting motion expressing 

support for application submission for the Fiscal Year 2026 Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure 

Safety & Modernization Grant Program and authorizing Mayor Sweet to sign a letter of support, as 

recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 2026, Regular 

Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 

V. Bath Water Service Line Investigation/Inventory – Approval of Eligible Expenditures: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, approving the following 

eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation, as recommended by 

the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 2026, Regular Meeting. All present 

were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 

Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 144596 $17,452.62 

 

V. Bath Water Service Line Replacement/Implementation – Award Bid: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, authorizing award to J.D. 

Northrup Construction Inc. for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Replacement a bid amount of 

$645,813.00, as recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 

2026, Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  



 

 

 
V. Bath Water Service Line Replacement/Implementation – Approval of Eligible Expenditures: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, approving the following 

eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Replacement, as recommended by the 

Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 2026, Regular Meeting. All present 

were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 144600 $2,850.00 

 

Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Eligible Expenditures: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, approving the following 

eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, as recommended by the Village of 

Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 2026, Regular Meeting. All present were in favor 

and the motion was carried. 

 
 

Vendor Amount 

Performance Construction – Payment Application No. 29 $102,068.00 

Matco Electric Corporation – Payment Application No. 28 $69,744.65 

GHD Consulting Services  

Invoice No. 337-0017772 – Add’l Construction Administration / 

Special Inspection (through February 28, 2026) 
$28,700.00 

Invoice No. 337-0017771 – Construction Inspection/Resident Project 

Representative (through February 28, 2026) 
$20,410.00 

Invoice No. 337-0018015 – Add’l Construction Administration / 

Special Inspection (through March 28, 2026) 
$27,179.55 

Invoice No. 337-0018016 – Construction Inspection/Resident Project 

Representative 

(through February 28, 2026) 

$21,400.75 

Municipal Solutions – Invoice No. 24185 $1,312.00 

 

 

V. Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Eligible Expenditures, Eligibility TBD: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, approving payment of the 

following expenditure(s), eligibility to be determined, for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, as 

recommended by the Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission at the April 14, 2026 Regular 

Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Vendor Amount 

Hancock Estabrook – Invoice No. 521424 $4,192.50 

 

Enter Executive Session: 

Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Coots, to leave the Open Meeting and 

enter into Executive Session at 6:17 p.m. for discussions regarding (1) contracts and (2) litigation. All 

present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Jacqueline Shroyer, Donald Lewis, and Aaron Mullen stayed in executive session. 



 

 

 

Trustee Coots left executive session at 6:21 p.m. and returned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Donald Lewis Left executive session at 6:29 p.m. 

 

Approve Purchase to Verify Facebook Page: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Spencer, to approve to spend $14.99 per 

month for the Village of Bath, NY Municipal Government Meta Verified Badge Certification for the 

Village’s Facebook page and to allow the reoccurring monthly charge on the Village of Bath credit 

card. This certification will help verify the Village of Bath, NY Municipal Government Facebook page 

is the official page of the Village of Bath by showing a verified checkmark on the page. All present 

were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Return to Open Meeting: 

Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Hoad, to leave Executive Session and 

return to the Open Meeting at 6:44 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

Appointment of Utility Commissioner: 

 Motion made by Trustee Muller, seconded by Trustee Hoad, to appoint David Wager to the 

Utility Commission to serve under the unfilled position from a vacancy at the end of a term from 

December 2025. He will serve the remaining of the 5-year term. All present were in favor and the 

motion was carried. 

 

Adjournment:  

Motion made by Trustee Coots, seconded by Trustee Hoad, to adjourn the regular meeting at 

6:46 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 

Respectfully submitted by:  

 

         

 

Jacqueline Shroyer 

Village Clerk-Treasurer 


