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Village of Bath Municipal Utility Commission 
Regular Meeting – July 20, 2026 

 

Official Meeting Minutes 
 

Call to Order: 
The Municipal Utility Commission of the Village of Bath (Commission) held its Regular Meeting on the 20th 
day of July 2026 in the Village Board Room of Village Hall, located at 110 Liberty Street, Bath, New York 
14810. The meeting was called to order by Jeffrey Muller, Chairman of the Commission, at 4:04p.m. 
 
Roll Call: 
Commissioners Present: 
Jeffrey (Jeff) Muller, Chairman 
Vernard (Vern) Anderson – left Regular Meeting at 5:06pm 
Paul Webster 
David (Dave) Wager 
 
Commissioner(s) Absent: 
Joshua (Josh) Sobilo 
 
Others Present: 
Erin Bonacci, BEGWS Director of Municipal Utilities 
James (Jim) Rusak, BEGWS Director of Operations and Personnel 
David (Dave) Townsend, BEGWS Utilities Operations Manager 
 
Acceptance of Agenda: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wager, accepting the agenda 
as presented for the July 20, 2026, Regular Meeting. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wager, approving the 
meeting minutes of the Regular Meeting held on June 9, 2026. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 

 
Audit of Bills: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving 
payments made in the amount of $567,457.36 during the period of June 10, 2026 through July 13, 2026, 
and the vouchers/invoices submitted for approval in the amount of $553,340.45, for a total amount of 
$1,120,797.81.. All present were in favor and the motion was carried.  

 
Authorize Directional Drilling for Underground Conduit: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, authorizing 
retaining Turner Underground for directional drilling underground conduit for Village’s electric utility 
for an amount not-to-exceed $15,000.. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
License Plate Readers: 

Director Rusak shared that the new bucket truck is slightly taller than the old- and the Line Crew is 
finding some Village Streets with overhead clearance issues due to tree branches.  BEGWS will partner 
with the Streets Dept to trim for clearance. 

 
Bucket Truck Clearance Challenges on Village Streets & Town Roads: 

Director Rusak led discussion with the Commission surrounding license plate readers. No action 
was taken.  
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Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements – Phase I – Approval of Eligible 
Expenditure(s): 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Wager, approving the 
following eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Natural Gas Distribution System Improvements 
Project – Phase I, and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were 
in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Vendor Amount 

Violia Storage – Invoice $12,500.00 
Consolidated Pipe & Supply – Invoice Nos. MO0684162, 
MO0684355, MO0684366, MO0684387, MO0684404, 
MO0684420, MO0684469, MO0684485, MO0684507, 
MO0684541 

$249,814.22 

WESCO  
Irby Utilities / Stuart C. Irby  
PPI Gas Distribution  
J.D. Northrup Construction – Payment Application No. 3 $97,473.00 
Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 146581 $36,185.50 

Total $395,972.72 
 

Water System Modeling Updates, Scenario(s) Evaluation: 
Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wager, authorizing retaining 

MRB Group for a not-to-exceed fee of $6,000, plus reimbursable expenses for professional services 
related to updating our model for the Village’s public water system and evaluating scenarios for storage 
tank sizing, elevations, and distribution system configurations. All present were in favor and the motion 
was carried. 

 
Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Roads-Highways – Larson Design Group’s Scope & Fee 

Proposal for Construction Phase Services: 
Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wager, authorizing retaining 

Larson Design Group for a not-to-exceed fee of $1,165,000, including reimbursable expenses, for 
professional services related to the construction phase of the Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on 
State Roads-Highways. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Roads-Highways – Approval of Eligible 
Expenditure(s): 

Motion made by Commissioner Wager, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the 
following eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath Water Main Replacement on State Roads-
Highways, and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees.. All present were in 
favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group $48,000.00 

 
Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement – SEQR Resolution: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wager, approving the SEQR 
resolution (provided) for the Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement & System Improvements, 
and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 

 
Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement – Amended, Restated Bond Resolution: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Wager, approving the 
amended and restated bond resolution (provided) for the Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks 
Replacement & System Improvements, and recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of 
Trustees.. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
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Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement – Support for Project, WIIA Grant Application: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, expressing support 
for the Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement & System Improvements, preparation and 
submission of an application for the NYS WIIA grant program (provided), and recommending the same to 
the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. Also requested in said motion is authorizing Chairman Muller to 
sign a letter of support. 

 
Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement – Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the 
following eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath Water Storage Tanks Replacement. All present 
were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Vendor Amount 

Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 146583 $27,120.00 

 
Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation – Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, approving the 
following eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Investigation, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 
 

Vendor Amount 
Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 146580 $1,290.10 

 
Village of Bath Water Service Line Replacement – Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Webster, approving the 
following eligible expenditures for the Village of Bath Water Service Line Replacement, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 
 

Vendor Amount 
J.D. Northrup Construction – Payment Application No. 1 $13,240.62 
J.D. Northrup Construction – Payment Application No. 2 $62,000.00 
Larson Design Group – Invoice No. 146582 $20,263.75 

Total $84,606.42 

 
Authorize Buck Meadows Lift Station Repairs 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Wager, motion authorizing 
retaining Koester Associates furnishing said parts to replace components of the Buck Meadows lift 
station, with required technical services requiring skill, training, and expertise related to the Smith & 
Loveless above grade, duplex vacuum primed lift station for an amount not-to-exceed $10,000.  
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Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades  - Approval of Eligible Expenditure(s): 
Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wager, approving the 

following eligible expenditure(s) for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and recommending approval to 
the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Vendor Amount 

Performance Construction – Payment Application No. 32 $495,054.67 
Matco Electric Corporation – Payment Application No. 31 $213,316.99 
Michael A. Ferrauilo Plumbing & Heating – Payment Application No. 14 $9,894.24 
Frey & Campbell  

Payment Application No . 20 $20,551.35 
Payment Application No . 21 $2,802.50 

Frey & Campbell – Total $23,353.85 
GHD Consulting Services  

Invoice No. 337-0018780 - Construction Administration / Special Inspection $29,444.53 
Invoice No. 337-0018781 - Construction Inspection/Resident Project 
Representative 

$22,522.50 

GHD Consulting Services – Total $51,967.03 
Total $793,586.78 

 
Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades – Approval of Expenditure(s) - Eligibility To Be Determined:  

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Sobilo, approving the 
following expenditure(s) with eligibility to be determined for the Village of Bath WWTP Upgrades, and 
recommending approval to the Village of Bath Board of Trustees. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 

 
Vendor Amount 

Hancock Estabrook   
Invoice No. 524071 $3,675.00 
Invoice No. 525185 $1,295.00 
Invoice No. 525186 $830.00 

Hancock Estabrook – Total $5,800.00 (*) 
* It is anticipated that a portion of Hancock Estabrook’s charges may be 

charged to (1) the Village’s Water Fund for the Village of Bath Water 
Main Replacement on State Roads-Highways and (2) the Village’s 
General Fund for a capital project. 

 
Director Rusak Vacation Leave Request: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Wager, approving Director 
Rusak’s vacation leave request for Monday August 10th through Monday August 17th. All present were in 
favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Trade-in Rock Wheel / Purchase Milling Head: 

Motion made by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, motion authorizing 
trading in rock wheel and purchasing milling head from Monroe Tractor for an amount not-to-exceed 
$17,000. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
CSEA BEGWS Unit: 

There were no representatives present from the CSEA BEGWS Unit. 
 
Executive Session: 

Motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Wager, to leave the Open 
Meeting and enter into Executive Session at 4:45 p.m. for: (1) matters leading to the employment of 
particular person(s) and (2) discussions regarding proposed litigation. All present were in favor and the 
motion was carried. 
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Vern Anderson left Executive Session and the Regular Meeting at 5:06 p.m. 
 

Motion made by Commissioner Wager, seconded by Commissioner Webster, to leave Executive 
Session and return to Open Meeting at 5:26 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 

 
Adjournment: 

Motion made by Commissioner Wager, seconded by Commissioner Webster, to adjourn the Regular 
Meeting at 5:26 p.m. All present were in favor and the motion was carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
Erin B. Bonacci 
Director of Municipal Utilities 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting Scheduled For: 
August 11, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. 


